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Leading Latin American Group to Make Cleveland Debut 
on July 2 at the Cleveland Museum of Art 


ew Latin American acts can rival the Chilean group in terms of the sheer beauty of its sound.” 
— The Los Angeles Times 
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CLEVELAND (June 15, 2004) — Known for their traditional expressions of Latin American music and their 
open—minded musical approach, Inti-Illimani will make their Cleveland debut at the Cleveland Museum of Art’s 
Gartner Auditorium on, Friday, July 2, at 7:30 p.m. This concert is presented as part of the Carnevale World 
Music and Dance Series. 

Tickets are available for $24 and $22, CMA members $21 and $19, by calling (216) 421-7350 or 
1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

The Chilean ensemble, Inti—[limani, has expertly interwoven a multitude of musical strains from various 
regions of Latin America for the past three decades. Playing on more than 30 wind, string and percussion 
instruments (including four, six and twelve-—string guitars of differing sizes and sounds; violin; harp; hammered 
dulcimer; flutes; piccolos; clarinet; congas; timbales; and bongos) Inti—Illiman1’s compositions are a treasure for 
the human spirit. The mellifluous synthesis of instrumentals and vocals captures sacred places, people’s carnivals, 
daily lives, love, and pain weaving an extraordinary cultural mural. 

In 1973, the democratically elected Chilean President Salvador Allende was deposed by general Augusto 
Pinochet, while the group was on tour in Europe. The young musicians found themselves exiled and Italy became 
their home for the next 14 years. They toured all over Europe with their progressive message of human rights and 
democracy, winning millions of fans all over the world. After the return of democracy, the ensemble was warmly 
welcomed back to Chile in 1988 and moved home permanently in 1990. Inti—Illimani became, and remains, South 
America’s ambassadors of human expression and symbolizes the fight against oppression all over Latin America. 
“We have a concept of society and about the relationships between human beings, and we try to translate our ideas 
into sound, not to be part of one political party or another but in the sense to bring about a better world,” says Jorge 
Coulon, a founding member of the group. 

The famed group, now in its 37" season, intoxicates musical audiences around the globe, with 
performances throughout South America, Italy, United States, Canada, Australia, Germany, France, Sweden and 
the United Kingdom. “Inti—Illimani’s voices are strong, especially when all musicians are singing in unison, 
harmony or counterpoint,” says the New York Times, “The string work 1s excellent, with intricate arrangements that 


sometimes fit together in a socket-like manner.” 


(more) 
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The next performance in the Carnevale series will feature Huun—Huur Tu: The Throat Singers of Tuva 
on Friday, July 16, at 7:30 p.m., in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. The leading international 
representative of the outstanding musical culture of the South Siberian republic of Tuva, Huun—Huur Tu’s over- 
tone singing transports the audience to a musical landscape that 1s at once spine-tinglingly beautiful, haunting and 
hypnotic. This performance marks their Cleveland debut. Tickets are available for $24 and $22, CMA members 
$21 and $19 by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

Promotional support for the Carnevale series is provided by WCPN 90.3 FM and The Free Times 

This project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes 
that a great nation deserves great art. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts 
Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent collection 
is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant international 
forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its holdings, 


programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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